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Abstract

By adopting a systematic approach and analyzing various facets of social movements and human
rights advocacy in Nigeria, this study contributes to the existing literature and expands our
understanding of the complex interplay between societal dynamics and the pursuit of justice and
human rights. The findings shed light on the diverse range of social movements in Nigeria and
the challenges they face, while also emphasizing the significant role played by social media,
technology, and media advocacy in raising awareness and promoting human rights causes. The
theoretical framework provided offers a comprehensive understanding of the relationship
between social movements and human rights advocacy, highlighting the importance of solidarity,
networks, and the influence of policy and legal reforms. With the aim of promoting further
support and strengthening of social movements and human rights advocacy in Nigeria, this study
provides recommendations for various stakeholders, including the government, to address
challenges such as lack of public awareness, weak implementation, poverty, corruption, political
interference, and cultural and religious factors. In conclusion, this study highlights the crucial
role of social movements and human rights advocacy in Nigeria and provides valuable insights
into the challenges, milestones, and theoretical underpinnings of this field, contributing to the
ongoing discourse on social change and human rights advocacy globally.

Keywords: Social movement, Human right advocacy, Social change, socio-political landscape,
Nigieria

Introduction

Social movements have gained momentum and proven to be influential catalysts of social change
in recent years. These movements advocate for justice, challenge oppressive systems, and
promote human rights concerns. Through community mobilization, protests, and demonstrations,
social movements bring attention to various issues and push for necessary reforms. Nigeria
serves as a notable example of a country where social movements are increasingly impactful due
to its complex socio-political landscape. In Nigeria, numerous social movements have arisen to
address a wide range of social, economic, and political problems. These movements spark
discussions and take action to combat corruption, inequality, gender inequality, police brutality,
and ethnic tensions, among other pressing issues. Perhaps one of the most prominent social
movements in Nigeria is the #EndSARS movement, which gained global attention in 2020. This
movement shed light on the long-standing issue of police brutality in the country, specifically
targeting the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) notorious for its human rights abuses.
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Through widespread protests and social media activism, the movement successfully pressured
the Nigerian government to disband SARS and initiate police reform.

Nigeria has a comprehensive history of social mobilization and activism, manifested through
various movements that have emerged to address a broad range of societal, economic, and
political challenges. These movements encompass labor unions, women's rights organizations,
student associations, ethnic and religious groups, and numerous civil society organizations. Over
the course of Nigeria's history, these movements have made significant contributions in
advancing social justice, peace, and the protection of human rights (Johnson, 2022). The
development of social movements in Nigeria can be attributed to multiple factors, including
widespread inequality, political corruption, and violations of human rights. These movements
serve as forums for marginalized individuals and groups to express their concerns, demand
accountability, and advocate for societal transformation. Through the organization of protests,
demonstrations, boycotts, and other collective actions, they have effectively drawn attention to
critical issues and exerted pressure on the government to address them. Labor unions have
played a particularly prominent role in Nigeria's social movements, advocating for equitable
wages, improved working conditions, and enhanced employee rights. Notably, the Nigerian
Labor Congress (NLC) has been at the forefront of championing workers' rights and has been
instrumental in negotiating improved labor policies with the government.

Women's rights organizations in Nigeria have made significant progress in promoting gender
equality by addressing various discriminatory practices, including child marriage, gender-based
violence, and disparities in education and healthcare access. Their efforts through advocacy and
campaigns have played a role in enacting legislative reforms and changing societal attitudes
towards gender equality. Similarly, student associations and youth-led movements have been
pivotal in driving political and social transformation in Nigeria, advocating for good governance,
transparent elections, and empowering opportunities for the youth (Johnson, 2022). Through
collective action and effective utilization of social media platforms, these movements have
successfully challenged unjust policies and demanded government accountability. Additionally,
ethnic and religious groups in Nigeria have formed social movements to advocate for the rights
and interests of their communities, tackling issues such as marginalization, discrimination, and
intergroup conflicts. Dialogue, negotiation, and peaceful demonstrations have been employed by
these movements to foster communication between different groups and contribute to conflict
resolution.

Human rights advocacy has become immensely important in Nigeria due to the many challenges
the country faces, including corruption, political repression, inequality, and violence. Non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), activists, lawyers, and community leaders have emerged as
key figures in advocating for human rights, aiming to promote justice, hold the government and
other influential entities accountable, and demand transparency (Omolade, 2021). The
significance of human rights advocacy in Nigeria lies in the necessity to address widespread
violations of human rights and protect individuals' fundamental rights. These violations can take
various forms, such as extrajudicial killings, torture, arbitrary arrests and detention, restrictions
on freedom of expression and assembly, and discrimination against vulnerable groups. Human
rights advocates work tirelessly to challenge these abuses, provide assistance to victims, and
apply pressure on authorities to adhere to human rights standards.
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Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) play a crucial role in Nigeria's human rights advocacy,
operating independently from the government. These organizations are dedicated to advancing
and safeguarding human rights through various avenues, including monitoring and documenting
abuses, providing legal assistance to victims, advocating for policy changes, and raising
awareness. Prominent NGOs such as Human Rights Watch Nigeria and Amnesty International
Nigeria have been successful in exposing human rights violations both domestically and
internationally, leading to policy reforms (Oviasogie & Osuji, 2020). Activists also contribute
significantly to human rights advocacy in Nigeria. They actively engage in organizing protests,
demonstrations, and leveraging social media platforms to shed light on human rights abuses.
Despite facing personal risk, threats, and intimidation, these activists remain resolute in their
pursuit of justice and the establishment of a society that upholds human rights.

Lawyers in Nigeria are playing an increasingly vital role in advocating for human rights (Apata
& Abubakar, 2017). They employ legal mechanisms and principles to challenge human rights
violations and seek justice for victims. Lawyers contribute to the enforcement of human rights
laws by providing legal representation, aiding in litigation processes, and engaging in strategic
public interest litigations. These efforts aim to hold perpetrators accountable for their actions.
Additionally, community leaders, particularly at the grassroots level, are crucial in human rights
advocacy (Apata & Abubakar, 2017). They collaborate closely with affected communities,
empowering them to assert their rights and challenge injustices. Through community outreach,
education initiatives, and partnerships, these leaders raise awareness about human rights and
establish support networks for victims.

The collective influence of social movements and human rights advocates is undeniably vital,
and investigating this impact can offer valuable insights into the interconnections between
movements and human rights advocacy. As a result, this research aims to make a contribution to
the existing literature by examining the strategies, tactics, and resources used by social
movements in Nigeria to advance human rights causes. Additionally, the study seeks to analyze
the various challenges faced by these movements, including repression, co-optation, and internal
divisions, to gain a deeper understanding of their implications for human rights advocacy. To
comprehensively evaluate the effectiveness and impact of social movements in shaping human
rights discourse and influencing policies in Nigeria, this study will critically assess the outcomes
and achievements of these movements. By conducting in-depth interviews with movement
participants and examining case studies, the research aims to identify the key factors that
contribute to their success or failure. Furthermore, the study will explore the ways in which
social movements collaborate with other stakeholders, such as civil society organizations and
international actors, to harness collective efforts and amplify their impact in advocating for
human rights.

The outcomes of this research will offer significant perspectives for policymakers, practitioners,
and activists engaged in human rights advocacy in Nigeria and comparable environments.
Through the identification of successful strategies utilized by social movements and the
recognition of the obstacles they encounter, this study aims to inform the formulation of policies
and practices that can enhance the support and fortification of human rights movements.
Additionally, the study strives to cultivate a nuanced comprehension of the interconnection
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between social movements and human rights advocacy, presenting a theoretical framework that
can serve as a guide for future research and analysis in this domain.

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
Social Movements in Nigeria

According to Persuasion (2021), social movements are influential entities that have emerged
throughout the world with the capacity to bring about social change and transformation. In
Nigeria, the most populous country in Africa, social movements are of particular significance as
they actively address societal issues and advocate for the protection of human rights. In Nigeria's
vibrant and dynamic nation, various social movements have played a crucial role in their
endeavors. For instance, labor unions have fought for the preservation of workers' rights, while
women's organizations have strived for gender equality. Importantly, these movements have
acted as catalysts in challenging oppressive systems, shaping and influencing public discourse,
and fostering positive advancements in Nigeria.

The Historical Context

According to the information provided (persuasion, 2021), comprehending the significance and
impact of social movements in Nigeria necessitates an examination of the historical backdrop.
The pursuit of nation-building in Nigeria commenced with the struggle for independence from
British colonial rule in 1960, which was characterized by turbulence. Subsequently, the country
has encountered various obstacles, such as corruption, political oppression, economic disparities,
ethnic divisions, and egregious human rights violations. This interplay of intricate socio-political
dynamics has generated widespread discontent and disillusionment among Nigerians, resulting in
the emergence of diverse social movements. The fight for independence acted as a catalyst,
fostering a desire for transformation and a yearning for a more just and equitable society.
Unfortunately, Nigeria's initial hopefulness waned rapidly as it confronted deep-seated
challenges subsequent to gaining independence. Corruption, an unfortunate legacy stemming
from the colonial era, has become firmly entrenched within different spheres of government and
society, eroding public trust and exacerbating socio-economic inequalities.

Political oppression has become prevalent in Nigeria, as successive governments have
suppressed dissent and restricted civil liberties (Insight Africa, 2021). The country's diverse
population has resulted in ethnic divisions, which have often escalated into violent conflicts.
These divisions have been exploited by political actors for their own gain, leading to a sense of
marginalization and discrimination among different ethnic groups. Economic inequality is also a
persistent issue, creating a wide gap between the wealthy few and the impoverished masses.
Limited access to resources and opportunities has fueled social unrest and disillusionment,
particularly among young people who bear the brunt of unemployment and lack of prospects.
State actors in Nigeria have committed flagrant human rights abuses, causing immense suffering
and perpetuating a sense of injustice. These violations, which range from extrajudicial killings to
arbitrary detentions, have served as rallying points for various social movements that aim to hold
the government accountable and safeguard fundamental rights.
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Social movements have gained momentum in Nigeria as a response to the turbulent
circumstances surrounding the nation (Abubakar et al., 2020). These movements serve as a
testament to the Nigerian people's resilience and determination to confront and address the deep-
rooted issues that afflict their society. They take various forms, including civil rights activists,
environmental advocates, women's rights campaigners, and youth-led movements demanding
improved governance and a more inclusive society. In essence, the historical path of Nigeria has
influenced the current landscape of social movements in the country. The challenges faced
during the process of nation-building, marked by corruption, political oppression, economic
disparities, ethnic divisions, and human rights abuses, have fuelled a sense of discontent and a
desire for change. Social movements have emerged as a potent force, driving the pursuit of a
more equitable Nigeria, demanding accountability, and striving for the attainment of basic rights
and a fair society.

Diverse Movements, Diverse Causes

Nigeria has recently witnessed a rise in various social movements focused on advocating for
different causes and transformative change (Adamu, 2019). Leading the charge are labor unions,
who campaign for fair compensation, improved working conditions, and the protection of
workers' rights. The Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC) specifically stands out for its role in
organizing strikes and protests to address these pressing concerns, resulting in significant
advancements for Nigerian workers. The increasing presence of social movements in Nigeria
demonstrates a growing recognition among citizens of the necessity for positive reforms and a
determination to actively pursue them. These movements provide platforms for individuals and
organizations to unite, collectively raise their voices, and strive for enhancements in various
aspects of society.

Labor unions in Nigeria have emerged as significant advocates for the rights and welfare of
Nigerian workers (Akintoye & Ayeni, 2019). These unions have been highly committed to
promoting substantial changes such as fair wages, safer work environments, and the protection of
workers' rights. The Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC), serving as the principal umbrella
organization for labor unions in the country, plays a crucial role in coordinating and unifying the
collective power of workers. Labor unions utilize strikes and protests as key strategies to bring
about change. These disruptive actions effectively draw attention to the grievances faced by
workers and compel relevant stakeholders to address them urgently. By mobilizing workers
across different sectors, the NLC successfully stages impactful demonstrations that elevate vital
issues into national discourse and exert pressure on authorities to take action.

Moreover, the labor unions' endeavors, primarily led by the NLC, have proven to be fruitful. As
a result of their determination and perseverance, they have achieved tangible advancements for
Nigerian workers. In response to their demands, employers and governmental organizations have
been compelled to reevaluate labor policies, raise wages, and introduce measures to enhance
working conditions. Consequently, Nigerian workers have witnessed numerous beneficial
changes in their professional lives directly attributable to labor unions' advocacy. These
improvements range from salary increases that accurately reflect their contributions to the
implementation of safety regulations that safeguard their welfare. These progressions signify
significant milestones in Nigeria's quest for fair and equitable labor practices.
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The issues of women's rights and gender equality continue to be significant in Nigeria and
require immediate attention. Prominent women's organizations in Nigeria, such as the Women
Arise for Change Initiative and Women in Nigeria (WIN), have actively been at the forefront of
advocating for change. These organizations have taken a strong stand against various forms of
gender-based violence, the brutal practice of female genital mutilation, and have also addressed
the discrimination women face in education, employment, and politics (Ogunyemi & Amusan,
2018). Through their efforts, these movements have succeeded in raising awareness and
generating crucial discussions about these pressing concerns. By effectively highlighting the
challenges faced by women in Nigerian society, they have gained attention and support from
different stakeholders. Additionally, these organizations have contributed significantly to policy
discussions and advocated foincludingr legislative changes to combat gender-related disparities
in Nigerian society. According to Ogunyemi and Amusan (2018), the tireless efforts and
strategic initiatives of these women's organizations have resulted in significant progress toward
establishing a more equal and just society. By advocating for more stringent legislation against
gender-based violence and conducting public awareness campaigns, they have effectively
transformed societal attitudes, creating a more inclusive and supportive environment for women.
Additionally, these organizations have played a crucial role in challenging deeply ingrained
cultural beliefs that perpetuate gender discrimination and violence. The impact of these
movements, led by women, extends beyond their accomplishments within legal and policy
frameworks. By mobilizing and empowering women throughout Nigeria, they have fostered a
sense of solidarity and resilience within communities. Through events, workshops, and
grassroots initiatives, they have provided platforms for women to share their experiences,
amplify their voices, and collaboratively work towards change. Consequently, this has not only
motivated more women to actively advocate for their rights but has also been pivotal in
challenging societal norms and facilitating cultural transformations.

According to Okoro and Aziato (2021), despite the advancements made, it is evident that there is
still much work to be done in order to achieve genuine gender equality in Nigeria. Women in
Nigeria face numerous obstacles that impede their progress in various spheres, such as education,
employment, and politics. Moreover, cultural traditions and deeply embedded gender norms
continue to propagate inequality, depriving women of their essential rights. To effectively
address these challenges, sustained and collaborative efforts are required. It is imperative for the
government, civil society organizations, and the international community to actively support and
collaborate with women's organizations in Nigeria. This support may include providing financial
resources, opportunities for capacity-building, and platforms for increased representation and
participation. Additionally, comprehensive legislative reforms should be implemented to offer
stronger safeguards for women's rights and to ensure that gender equality remains a prominent
item on the national agenda. By prioritizing women's rights and gender equality, Nigeria can
cultivate a society that values inclusivity, empowers women economically and politically, and
ultimately contributes to the overall development and well-being of the nation.

Student associations have played a significant role in shaping the social and political landscape
of Nigeria (Smith, 2016). One notable example is the National Association of Nigerian Students
(NANS), which has been actively involved in advocating for important changes in the country's
education sector. These organizations have consistently lobbied for educational reforms, pushing
for better infrastructure and affordable and accessible education for all students. Through their
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unwavering efforts and effective mobilization strategies, student associations have successfully
influenced policy decisions related to education in Nigeria. They have effectively highlighted the
deficiencies and inadequacies within the education system, drawing the attention of relevant
authorities and the public. As a result, there has been increased awareness and commitment to
address these issues, with the aim of providing quality education to every Nigerian student.
Additionally, student associations have served as platforms for students to express their concerns
and grievances. By providing a collective voice for the student population, these organizations
ensure that their demands and needs are heard by those in positions of power. They have
effectively fostered unity among students and encouraged active participation in decision-making
processes that impact their education.

Moreover, student associations have been at the forefront of organizing protests, rallies, and
demonstrations to draw attention to the challenges faced by students across the country. By
staging these acts of civil disobedience, they have been able to generate media coverage and
public support, ultimately pressuring the government to take action. Their determination and
resilience have proven crucial in holding authorities accountable for the state of education in
Nigeria. Overall, the role of student associations in Nigeria cannot be overstated. Their
continuous efforts to demand educational reforms, improve infrastructure, and secure affordable
education for all have significantly impacted the social and political landscape of the nation.
Through their influential advocacy and mobilization, they have effectively brought attention to
the deficiencies in the Nigerian education system, leaving an indelible mark on the pursuit of
quality education in the country.

Ethnic and religious movements have emerged in Nigeria to advocate for the rights and interests
of specific communities. For instance, the Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign State
of Biafra (MASSOB) and the Niger Delta Avengers have played significant roles in
championing the secession of the Biafran region and asserting control over its resources
(Johnson, 2018). These movements have stemmed from legitimate concerns about the
marginalization and socioeconomic disparities experienced by their respective communities.
Their actions have sparked important debates about power-sharing dynamics and the equitable
distribution of resources throughout Nigeria. MASSOB seeks to restore the sovereign State of
Biafra, with a focus on self-determination and the preservation of Igbo identity and interests.
Their movement addresses historical grievances and aims to combat perceived marginalization
of the Igbo people within the Nigerian state. Through advocating for a separate nation, they
strive to rectify imbalances and achieve greater political autonomy, cultural preservation, and
socioeconomic development for the Igbo community.

The Niger Delta Avengers, which represents the interests of the Niger Delta region, has
prioritized resource control as a key objective. This movement seeks to address the
environmental degradation, economic exploitation, and lack of infrastructure development that
the region has experienced (Johnson, 2018). The Niger Delta Avengers advocates for a fairer
distribution of wealth derived from oil resources, demanding more control over these resources
and the ability to use them for the advancement of their communities. They argue that past
administrations have neglected the region, leading to a belief that resource allocation has unfairly
favored other parts of the country. These ethnic and religious movements shed light on issues
such as marginalization, power disparities, and resource allocation in Nigeria. They have sparked
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important discussions about the necessity for inclusive governance, equitable distribution of
resources, and effective power-sharing mechanisms. By raising awareness and questioning the
current state of affairs, these movements play a crucial role in advocating for political
restructuring, socioeconomic justice, as well as the recognition of the rights and aspirations of
diverse communities in Nigeria.

The Role of Social Media and Technology

In recent years, social media platforms and technology have played a significant role in
reshaping the social dynamics of Nigeria. The expansion of platforms like Twitter, Facebook,
and Instagram has brought about profound changes in the functioning of social movements
within the country (Smith, 2021). Activists have found these digital channels to be powerful
tools that enable them to establish connections, coordinate actions, and disseminate crucial
information rapidly. The emergence of social media platforms and technology has revolutionized
the social landscape of Nigeria, providing new avenues for citizens to connect, engage, and
express their views. With the growing number of internet users, these digital platforms have
become invaluable in mobilizing activists and instigating social change. Social media offers a
low-cost and accessible space for individuals to organize, regardless of their location or socio-
economic background.

Activists in Nigeria have effectively utilized social media platforms to amplify their messages
and campaigns, allowing them to bypass traditional channels of communication and connect
directly with their intended audience. This direct communication enables activists to circumvent
potential censorship or manipulation. The ability to rapidly share real-time updates, images, and
videos through social media significantly increases the impact of social movements, shedding
light on injustices and garnering broad public support (Jones, 2020). Moreover, social media has
proven crucial in connecting activists and fostering communities of individuals who share similar
objectives. These online communities provide spaces where activists can exchange ideas,
strategize, and offer mutual support. This virtual camaraderie contributes to a sense of unity and
solidarity among activists, enabling them to overcome challenges and sustain their movements
over prolonged periods.

Additionally, the speed and reach of information dissemination through social media have
propelled the efficiency of social movements in Nigeria. Activists can instantly update their
followers on developments, organize protests or demonstrations, and alert individuals to urgent
actions. This real-time coordination allows for a swift response to unfolding events, rendering
movements more dynamic and responsive than ever before. The impact of social media in
Nigeria's social movements cannot be overstated. These platforms have provided a dynamic
space where activists can rally support, ignite conversations, and draw attention to pressing
issues that were once overlooked or swept under the rug. Leveraging the far-reaching nature of
online networks, movements such as #EndSARS have unleashed a torrent of public outcry
against police brutality and demanded justice for victims.

One of the most eye-catching movements, #EndSARS, grabbed international headlines in 2020.
This online-driven campaign galvanized thousands of Nigerians who took to the streets, fueled
by their fervent desire to put an end to the pervasive issue of police brutality. With social media
at their disposal, the movement quickly gained momentum and attracted widespread support.
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Activists utilized hashtags, imagery, and powerful testimonials to highlight the pervasive
problem and demand tangible action from authorities. The integration of social media into the
fabric of Nigerian social movements has brought about tangible outcomes. It has empowered
individuals to share their stories, shed light on injustices, and unite in a collective voice that
cannot be ignored. The ability to bypass traditional media gatekeepers has allowed these
movements to reach unprecedented levels of visibility both domestically and globally,
significantly shaping public discourse and prompting governments to address long-standing
concerns.

The transformation of social movements in Nigeria, driven by the rapid expansion of social
media and technology, has ushered in a new era of activism. These digital platforms have proven
to be powerful tools for organizing and amplifying marginalized voices, ultimately creating
opportunities for change. As the country continues to evolve, it is becoming increasingly evident
that social movements will continue to leverage the influence of social media to challenge
societal norms, demand justice, and fight for a better future.

Human Rights Advocacy in Nigeria

According to a research article by Adeyemi, O. F., & Jimoh, O. (2021), human rights advocacy
is an essential factor in promoting justice, equality, and safeguarding fundamental human
liberties. In Nigeria, a country characterized by a diverse cultural landscape and a complex socio-
political environment, human rights advocacy encounters several obstacles. Nevertheless, amidst
these challenges, there remains a glimmer of hope as individuals and social movements bravely
strive to address systematic human rights violations, champion inclusivity, and drive societal
transformation. These individuals, often putting their safety and well-being at risk, confront
issues such as gender inequality, religious persecution, police brutality, and the suppression of
freedom of expression. Their unwavering efforts shed light on the injustices faced by many and
demand accountability from those in positions of authority. Additionally, social movements in
Nigeria have played a crucial role in effecting social change and advocating for human rights.
From the pro-democracy movements of the 1990s to recent mobilizations against police brutality,
these movements have brought together diverse groups of people and amplified the voices of
marginalized individuals. Through methods such as activism, protests, and utilization of social
media platforms, these movements draw attention to human rights violations and exert pressure
on the government to take appropriate action.

Despite the formidable challenges that human rights advocacy encounters in Nigeria, its efforts
have the potential to bring about transformative change. By challenging deeply rooted ideologies,
creating spaces for dialogue, and promoting inclusive policies, human rights advocacy can shift
societal attitudes and promote a more just and equitable Nigeria. Though progress may be slow
and setbacks are inevitable, the collective determination and bravery of individuals and
movements illuminate a path towards a brighter future for human rights in Nigeria.

Current Landscape of Human Rights Advocacy in Nigeria

In Nigeria, various individuals and groups actively engage in advocating for human rights,
including NGOs, civil society organizations, lawyers, journalists, and activists. Their
collaborative efforts aim to promote human rights principles and safeguard the fundamental
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rights and freedoms of all Nigerians. The Nigerian Constitution plays a vital role in supporting
these advocacy endeavors by establishing a comprehensive framework that protects individuals'
rights, including the right to life, liberty, security, freedom of expression, association, religion,
fair trial, and protection against torture, discrimination, and arbitrary arrest (Olawunmi, 2022).

Human rights advocacy in Nigeria takes on diverse forms, driven by the provisions of the
Constitution. NGOs and civil society organizations conduct extensive on-the-ground work,
which includes raising awareness, providing legal assistance, documenting human rights abuses,
and advocating for policy reforms to address systemic challenges. Respected lawyers specialize
in defending individuals whose rights have been violated and handle cases that have broader
implications for the protection of human rights. Journalists play a critical role in uncovering
human rights abuses, exposing corruption, and holding both state and non-state actors
accountable through investigative reporting. Their work draws attention to violations, stimulates
public discourse, and fosters demands for justice and accountability (Olawunmi, 2022).

At the forefront of the human rights movement in Nigeria, activists and grassroots organizations
play a crucial role. They mobilize communities, organize peaceful protests, and advocate for
societal change. By amplifying the often overlooked voices and perspectives, these activists
ensure the inclusion and protection of the most marginalized and vulnerable groups in human
rights discussions. Despite encountering challenges and setbacks, their collective efforts are
essential in cultivating a culture of human rights in Nigeria. They challenge societal norms,
advocate for legal reforms, and strive to establish an environment where the rights and dignity of
every individual are esteemed and upheld. Furthermore, their unwavering determination and
resilience in the face of adversity inspire future generations, guaranteeing the fortitude of the
human rights fight in Nigeria.

Challenges Faced by Human Rights Advocacy in Nigeria

Numerous challenges impede the progress of human rights advocacy in Nigeria. Understanding
these obstacles is crucial in order to address them effectively. Some key challenges include:

* Lack of public awareness
According to Baldwin, Gupta, and Gundimeda (2021), the lack of public awareness
presents a major hurdle as it prevents individuals from comprehending their rights and
effectively exercising them. This deficiency in knowledge concerning human rights
issues obstructs the widespread support for grassroots advocacy efforts, thereby
diminishing their overall societal impact. One consequence of this limited public
understanding is the challenge individual’s face in asserting and defending their own
rights. Without adequate awareness, people may fail to recognize unjust treatment or be
uninformed about the appropriate mechanisms for addressing grievances, potentially
leading to experiences of discrimination, exploitation, or violation of basic rights without
taking any action. The deficiency in public awareness significantly hampers the success
of advocacy attempts. Grassroots movements struggle to attract necessary support and
mobilize individuals to actively engage in advocating for human rights causes when there
is a lack of well-informed and engaged citizens. Furthermore, the lack of awareness
among the public diminishes the visibility of these issues, resulting in limited media
attention and political prioritization, further hindering progress. Additionally, the lack of
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public awareness creates difficulties in establishing a culture that values and upholds
human rights. Ignorance and apathy perpetuate when awareness is lacking, inhibiting the
development of a society that respects and protects the rights of all individuals.
To address the lack of public awareness, comprehensive efforts encompassing education,
advocacy, and information dissemination are necessary. Governments and non-
governmental organizations can allocate resources to train and educate individuals on
their rights, equipping them with the necessary knowledge and tools to confidently assert
their rights. Furthermore, awareness campaigns and outreach programs should be
implemented to reach a wide audience and engage them in human rights discussions,
encouraging them to become informed advocates themselves. Overall, enhancing public
awareness and understanding of human rights is crucial for empowering individuals and
advancing a just and equitable society. Overcoming this significant hurdle enables the
cultivation of a strong foundation based on respect for human dignity, thereby fostering a
culture that actively values and safeguards the rights of all individuals.

* Weak implementation
According to the Nigerian Constitution, Nigeria possesses a strong legal structure aimed
at protecting human rights. However, there is a lack of efficient implementation and
enforcement of these laws, which creates opportunities for human rights violations to
persist. The presence of loopholes within the implementation and enforcement
mechanisms undermines the effectiveness of the legal framework, leading to ongoing
violations. This discrepancy between the theoretical strength of the legal system and its
practical application allows for abuses to go unpunished and victims to suffer without
proper protection. The absence of robust enforcement mechanisms not only compromises
the prevention and resolution of human rights violations but also questions Nigeria's
dedication to upholding human rights standards. Consequently, individuals and
communities in Nigeria remain vulnerable to various forms of human rights abuses due to
the inadequate implementation and enforcement of these crucial laws.

* Poverty and socio-economic inequality
According to the article "Poverty, Inequality, and Human Rights" by Johnson, T. O.
(2021), the high poverty rate and socio-economic inequalities in the country contribute to
the perpetuation of human rights violations. Rural communities and marginalized groups,
who are especially vulnerable, face numerous challenges including limited access to
healthcare, education, and basic necessities. These obstacles prevent them from
flourishing and making progress in society. The persistently high poverty rate exacerbates
socio-economic disparities, widening the gap between the advantaged and disadvantaged
and leaving the most vulnerable populations in a severe disadvantage in their pursuit of
basic human rights and dignified living conditions.
Due to poverty, rural communities struggle with the absence of essential services and
opportunities necessary for their well-being. Inadequate access to quality healthcare
negatively impacts their physical and mental health, while a lack of educational resources
hinders their chances of acquiring the skills and knowledge needed for a better future.
Insufficient access to clean water, nutritious food, and adequate housing further
compounds their dire circumstances. Additionally, marginalized groups such as ethnic
minorities, indigenous peoples, and the LGBTQ+ community experience multiple layers
of discrimination, leading to even greater socio-economic disparities. These groups often
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face limited access to education, job opportunities, and social support networks.
Discrimination based on race, ethnicity, gender identity, or sexual orientation
significantly restricts their ability to escape poverty and overcome systemic barriers.
Poverty and socio-economic inequality have consequences beyond economic hardship
and hinder progress and development. To establish a more inclusive and just society, it is
crucial to address these disparities and uphold the human rights of all individuals.
Initiatives that aim to reduce poverty, improve access to quality healthcare and education,
and promote equal opportunities for marginalized communities are necessary steps
toward building a society that fosters the well-being and potential of all its citizens.

* Corruption and impunity
Corruption and impunity are deeply entrenched issues in Nigeria that have widespread
consequences, undermining the rule of law. The pervasiveness of corruption not only
impedes socio-economic development but also exacerbates human rights violations
throughout the country, eroding public trust in institutions meant to protect citizens.
Corruption is pervasive at all levels of Nigerian society, from small bribes demanded by
law enforcement to high-ranking government officials embezzling public funds. This
corruption distorts resource allocation and perpetuates a culture of impunity when those
responsible are not held accountable, undermining faith in the legal system (Smith, 2021).
The intertwined nature of corruption and human rights violations exacerbates harm to
Nigerian society. Corrupt public officials often abuse citizens' rights to benefit
themselves, detaining individuals unlawfully, and suppressing freedom of expression.
Corruption enables human rights abuses to persist without consequences. Additionally,
the culture of impunity enjoyed by human rights violators weakens efforts to promote
justice and accountability. When serious crimes go unpunished, victims and advocates
are discouraged from seeking legal remedies, fostering fear and mistrust in the justice
system
The ongoing cycle of corruption, impunity, and human rights abuses hinders Nigeria's
progress towards a just society. It is crucial for the Nigerian government and society to
prioritize anti-corruption reforms and strengthen institutions responsible for upholding
the rule of law. Additionally, holding human rights violators accountable is essential.
These measures will rebuild public trust, enhance accountability, and establish a climate
where the rule of law prevails over corruption and impunity (Smith, 2021).

* Political interference
Political interference in Nigeria's judicial system has had a harmful effect, raising
concerns about the system's independence and fairness. Additionally, activists dedicated
to human rights advocacy face widespread harassment, severely impeding their ability to
carry out their crucial work. Journalists, who play a vital role in exposing human rights
violations, also experience intimidation and threats that hinder their capacity to report
objectively and freely. Even legal professionals, responsible for upholding justice, are not
immune to these threats. They face violence and intimidation for their commitment to
exposing human rights abuses. As a result, fear permeates the human rights advocacy
community, discouraging individuals from speaking out against violations and leading to
the suppression of freedom of expression. This distressing reality undermines the overall
pursuit of justice and fundamental human rights.

* Cultural and religious factor
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The promotion and advancement of human rights advocacy in Nigeria is impeded by
significant cultural and religious factors. Cultural traditions and religious practices deeply
embedded in societal norms and beliefs, present formidable obstacles to the realization of
human rights in the country. Indigenous customs that perpetuate discriminatory practices
against marginalized groups, including women, LGBTQ+ individuals, and religious
minorities, reinforce existing inequalities and hinder progress in ensuring fundamental
rights for all.

Nigeria is a diverse nation characterized by different cultures and religions, each with its
own distinct set of values and beliefs. These cultural norms often prioritize gender roles
and hierarchies, resulting in the relegation of women to subordinate positions and
subjecting them to various forms of discrimination and violence. Despite legislative
efforts to protect women's rights, entrenched traditions rooted in patriarchy continue to
undermine gender equality and impede human rights advocacy in Nigeria. Similarly,
religious beliefs also exert a significant influence on societal attitudes towards
marginalized groups. Members of the LGBTQ+ community encounter widespread
prejudice, discrimination, and criminalization due to religious doctrines that condemn
same-sex relationships. These beliefs stigmatize individuals based on their sexual
orientation or gender identity, infringing upon their basic human rights and obstructing
efforts to advocate for their inclusion and protection.

Furthermore, religious minorities in Nigeria often face numerous challenges in the
exercise of their rights. Discrimination, persecution, and violence against individuals
from different religious backgrounds are prevalent in certain regions of the country.
Religious divisions exacerbate social tensions and hinder human rights advocacy by
fostering an atmosphere of animosity and hostility, making it difficult to promote a
culture of tolerance and respect for diverse religious beliefs. Overcoming the obstacles
imposed by cultural and religious factors is imperative for the advancement of human
rights in Nigeria. This necessitates comprehensive endeavors to challenge traditional
practices that perpetuate discrimination and address the social, economic, and political
inequalities faced by marginalized groups. Empowering women, promoting gender
equality, and contesting patriarchal norms are essential steps towards upholding human
rights principles in Nigeria. Moreover, it is crucial to foster dialogue and understanding
among different religious communities, promoting respect for diversity, and creating an
inclusive environment where religious minorities can freely practice their beliefs without
fear of discrimination or violence.

Significant Milestones and Initiatives
In recent years, Nigeria has witnessed notable milestones in human rights advocacy:
» The Child Rights Act (CRA) 2003

The introduction of the Child Rights Act (CRA) in Nigeria in 2003 was a significant milestone in
protecting the rights and well-being of children (Adewuyi & Adebowale, 2021). The CRA aims
to provide comprehensive protection for children, ensuring their growth, development, and
thriving in a safe and nurturing environment. However, despite its enactment, the full
implementation of the CRA remains a continuous challenge that requires ongoing efforts from
dedicated advocates. The CRA encompasses various provisions that address different aspects of
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children's rights, such as education, healthcare, protection from abuse and exploitation, and the
right to participate in decisions affecting their lives. By recognizing children as individuals with
inherent rights and promoting their best interests, the CRA seeks to create an environment where
children can flourish and reach their full potential. Nonetheless, implementing the CRA
effectively faces numerous hurdles that demand sustained advocacy efforts.

One major challenge is raising awareness and understanding of the Act among key stakeholders,
including parents, caregivers, law enforcement agencies, and judicial authorities. In remote or
disadvantaged communities, many individuals may remain unaware of their rights under the
CRA. Therefore, advocates tirelessly disseminate information, conduct awareness campaigns,
and provide training to enhance understanding and compliance with the Act's provisions. The
successful implementation of the CRA requires the allocation of adequate resources by the
government. This includes financial, human, and infrastructural resources needed to establish
and maintain child-friendly institutions like schools, healthcare facilities, and social welfare
services. Insufficient funding and limited access to essential services present significant obstacles
and diminish the impact of the CRA. Advocates actively engage with policymakers and
stakeholders to advocate for increased investment in child welfare programs, urging the
government to prioritize the allocation of resources towards fulfilling children's rights.

Furthermore, continuous monitoring, evaluation, and reporting are crucial to assess progress,
identify gaps, and effectively address challenges in implementing the CRA. Advocates play a
critical role in holding duty bearers accountable, advocating for transparency, and providing
feedback to improve policies and child protection mechanisms. In conclusion, while the Child
Rights Act (CRA) represents a significant step towards safeguarding children's rights in Nigeria,
its successful implementation requires unwavering dedication and collaboration among
advocates, government agencies, civil society organizations, and the wider community. By
continuously raising awareness, securing resources, and promoting accountability, advocates
strive to create an environment where children in Nigeria can grow, thrive, and fully enjoy their
rights (Adewuyi & Adebowale, 2021).

» Fight against corruption

Prominent organizations, such as the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and
the Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offenses Commission (ICPC), have
emerged as influential entities in Nigeria's anti-corruption and accountability endeavors
(Aikpokpodion & Timothy, 2017). Through their unwavering efforts, these organizations have
demonstrated their commitment to upholding and safeguarding the fundamental rights of
Nigerian citizens. The EFCC and ICPC have played a pivotal role in advocating for transparency
and accountability in both the public and private sectors. By conducting investigations and
prosecuting cases of economic and financial crimes, they have actively worked towards reducing
corruption in various aspects of Nigerian society. Their thorough investigations, prosecutions,
and retrieval of misappropriated assets serve as strong messages that corrupt practices will not be
tolerated.

The EFCC and ICPC fulfill a crucial function by contributing to the development of anti-
corruption policies and legal frameworks. In collaboration with the government, they actively
propose and support legislation that strengthens the fight against corruption and promotes
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accountability. This collaboration has resulted in the amendment of existing laws and the
creation of new ones, designed to address emerging corruption challenges and enhance the
effectiveness of anti-corruption initiatives. Furthermore, the EFCC and ICPC place significant
emphasis on public awareness and education. Recognizing that combating corruption requires a
collective effort, they engage in campaigns and outreach programs to enlighten the public about
the negative consequences of corruption and the significance of reporting corrupt practices. By
nurturing a culture of transparency and ethical behavior, these organizations empower citizens to
actively participate in the fight against corruption.

In their pursuit of justice, the EFCC and ICPC prioritize the protection of the fundamental rights
of Nigerian individuals. They ensure that their investigations and prosecutions adhere to
established legal procedures, respecting due process and safeguarding the rights of the accused.
Upholding human rights standards, they work to establish a justice system that combats
corruption while upholding the rights and dignity of all individuals involved. The EFCC and
ICPC's unwavering commitment to accountability and the fight against corruption serves as a
model for change in Nigerian society. Their relentless efforts continuously strengthen
governance structures, deter corrupt practices, and foster a culture of accountability. By holding
individuals and institutions accountable for their actions, these organizations not only protect the
fundamental rights of Nigerian citizens but also pave the way for a more transparent and just
society (Aikpokpodion & Timothy, 2017).

» Women's rights

In Nigeria, the efforts of advocacy groups and activists have been instrumental in bringing
attention to and addressing the issue of gender-based violence, advocating for legal reforms, and
promoting gender equality (Okojie & Omoruyi, 2019). These groups have played a crucial role
in shifting societal attitudes towards gender-based violence, raising awareness about the
prevalence of violence against women and girls. Through their unwavering advocacy, these
groups have successfully increased public consciousness, mobilized support, and inspired action.
One of their significant achievements lies in their ability to generate awareness about gender-
based violence by dismantling the silence surrounding this issue. Through their persistent work,
they have initiated conversations and garnered media coverage that has reached various
communities, both urban and rural. By shedding light on the experiences of survivors, these
advocates have challenged deeply entrenched social norms that perpetuate violence and
discrimination. Their dedication has sparked a new level of awareness and recognition of the
need for change among Nigerians.

In addition to raising awareness, these activists have been actively involved in advocating for
legal reforms. Through engagement with policymakers, government institutions, and key
stakeholders, they have advocated for the enactment of legislation that protects the rights and
dignity of women and girls. By employing persistent lobbying efforts, these activists have
successfully influenced the passage of laws and the strengthening of legal frameworks that
prioritize the prevention of gender-based violence, support survivors, and ensure the prosecution
of offenders. Their work has transformed the legal landscape of Nigeria, ensuring that the justice
system no longer perpetuates violence against women. Moreover, these advocacy groups and
activists have played a significant role in promoting gender equality. By challenging gender
stereotypes, norms, and discriminatory practices, they have contributed to a society that values

IIARD — International Institute of Academic Research and Development Page 56



http://www.iiardjournals.org/

Journal of Law and Global Policy (JLGP) E-ISSN 2579-051X P-ISSN 2695-2424
Vol 8. No. 1 2023 www.iiardjournals.org

and respects the rights and potential of all individuals, regardless of gender. Through their
campaigns and initiatives, they have dismantled barriers to education, economic opportunities,
and political participation. These efforts have empowered women and girls, enabling them to
challenge social norms and assert their rights, thereby fostering an environment conducive to
genuine gender equality (Okojie & Omoruyi, 2019).

» Media advocacy and awareness

Journalists and media organizations in Nigeria have played a crucial role in exposing human
rights violations, uncovering corruption, and creating awareness about various societal
challenges (Abiola, 2020). Their commitment to investigative journalism has been instrumental
in bringing these issues to light and holding individuals and institutions accountable. Journalists
fearlessly venture into vulnerable communities, unveiling instances of discrimination, police
brutality, forced displacement, and other violations against the rights of Nigerians. Through their
reporting, they have ignited public outrage and sparked debates on the need for change.

Furthermore, journalists have been key in exposing corruption, a pervasive problem that hinders
the country's development and perpetuates inequality. Through rigorous investigative reporting,
they delve into complex corruption networks, exposing embezzlement, bribery, and
misappropriation of public funds. Their work promotes transparency, accountability, and
measures to combat corruption. Journalists have also raised awareness about various societal
challenges, such as healthcare access, education disparities, environmental degradation, and
socioeconomic inequalities, ensuring that these issues remain in the public eye and encouraging
collective action for solutions.

It is important to recognize the risks faced by these journalists. In a country where press freedom
is sometimes threatened, they often encounter threats, harassment, and violence. Despite these
challenges, journalists demonstrate immense courage and resilience in their pursuit of truth and
justice. Their role in holding power accountable and protecting the rights of Nigerian citizens
contributes to strengthening democracy (Abiola, 2020).

Theoretical Framework

This study provides a theoretical framework for understanding the relationship between social
movements and human rights advocacy in Nigeria. It explores the dynamics, strategies, and
impact of social movements in advocating for human rights, analyzing how these movements
mobilize collective action, challenge oppressive systems, and drive societal transformation in
Nigeria.

Resource Mobilization Theory

The Resource Mobilization Theory suggests that social movements achieve success by
effectively utilizing and distributing resources such as financial capital, social networks, and
organizational structures to accomplish their goals (McAdam, McCarthy, & Zald, 1996). In the
Nigerian context, resource mobilization refers to the ability of social movements to not only
attract and retain financial resources but also cultivate support from influential individuals or
groups and establish extensive networks and coalitions. By applying this theory, we can gain
insights into the strategies employed by social movements in Nigeria, such as strikes, protests,
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and public campaigns, as they work to mobilize resources and gain momentum in advocating for
human rights.

In Nigeria, the mobilization of resources serves as a crucial driving force behind social
movements, allowing them to sustain their operations and increase their impact. Financial
resources are vital for activists to fund organizing activities, create impactful media campaigns,
rent venues for protests or strikes, and provide legal aid or humanitarian assistance to those
affected by human rights abuses. By effectively tapping into various funding sources, including
individual donations, grants, international support, and solidarity from allied organizations,
social movements can amplify their reach and sustain their advocacy efforts over the long term.
Furthermore, resource mobilization in Nigeria extends beyond financial capital and encompasses
the cultivation of relationships with influential actors capable of providing political influence or
media coverage. By aligning themselves with prominent individuals, community leaders,
religious figures, or sympathetic politicians, social movements can gain access to vital networks
and leverage the power and influence that these individuals possess. These alliances can help
amplify the voices of the movement's constituents, gain credibility, and potentially shape public
opinion, policy decisions, or legal reforms.

The establishment of networks and coalitions is another crucial aspect of resource mobilization
in the Nigerian context. Social movements recognize that joining forces with like-minded
organizations or individuals can significantly enhance their capacity to effect change. By
collaborating with other human rights organizations, activist groups, labor unions, civil society
organizations, or even international NGOs, social movements in Nigeria can expand their reach,
share expertise and resources, engage in joint advocacy campaigns, and have a more significant
impact on the public discourse and policy-making processes.

To mobilize resources effectively, Nigerian social movements employ a variety of strategies,
including strikes, protests, and public campaigns. These actions serve not only as a means to
raise awareness and generate public support but also as mechanisms to attract attention from the
media, influential actors, and potential sources of financial support. Large-scale protests and
strikes can create a sense of urgency around the issues at hand, compelling stakeholders to take
notice, engage in dialogue, or provide financial backing. Public campaigns, through the use of
traditional and social media platforms, enable social movements to disseminate their message
widely, mobilize supporters, and rally public opinion in favor of their cause.

Political Process Theory

The Political Process Theory examines the complex connection between social movements and
the political structures and processes within a society (Tarrow, 1998). In the Nigerian context,
this theoretical framework offers valuable insights into the power dynamics, functioning of
political institutions, and decision-making procedures that impact the success of human rights
advocacy efforts. By utilizing this theory, we can develop a deeper comprehension of how social
movements in Nigeria strategically engage with the political landscape to advance their
objectives. The Political Process Theory underscores the importance of forming partnerships and
conducting negotiations with political elites. It recognizes that the effectiveness of social
movements often depends on their ability to establish connections with influential individuals
within the political sphere. Through these alliances with politicians, policymakers, or bureaucrats
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who hold the authority to initiate change, social movements in Nigeria can secure their support,
exploit their positions of power, and enhance the likelihood of policy reform or legal
advancements in the realm of human rights. Partnering with sympathetic political actors can
provide social movements with access to crucial resources, including financial backing,
institutional assistance, legal expertise, and platforms for amplifying their message.

Moreover, the theory emphasizes the importance of lobbying for policy changes. Social
movements in Nigeria recognize the need to engage in strategic and targeted advocacy efforts to
influence the decision-making processes within the political system. By leveraging various
tactics like grassroots mobilization, public campaigns, research, and dissemination of
information, social movements can raise awareness and generate enough public support to place
pressure on policymakers to enact meaningful reforms. Through these lobbying efforts, social
movements seek to shape the political agenda, influence policy discourse, and ensure that human
rights concerns are prioritized within the political landscape. The theory also highlights the
opportunities and constraints inherent in the political system that social movements encounter. It
recognizes that the success of human rights advocacy is not solely dependent on the actions of
social movements but is also influenced by the structure and functioning of political institutions.
In Nigeria, social movements must navigate and overcome various obstacles, such as systemic
corruption, bureaucratic inefficiencies, or political repression. Understanding these constraints
allows social movements to devise strategies that address specific challenges while capitalizing
on available opportunities for effecting change. This might involve engaging in legal battles to
challenge unjust laws, participating in electoral processes to place sympathetic politicians in
power, or utilizing international pressure and public opinion to push for accountability and
reforms.

By applying the Political Process Theory, social movements in Nigeria can gain insights into the
complex relationship between politics and human rights advocacy. This aids in the development
of tailored strategies to engage with political structures, exert influence, and push for tangible
advancements in the protection and promotion of human rights. The theory underscores the
importance of alliances, negotiations, policy advocacy, and navigating the opportunities and
constraints within the political system for maximizing the impact of social movements' work.
Ultimately, by understanding and effectively utilizing the principles of this theory, social
movements can become effective agents of change in the pursuit of human rights in Nigeria.

Framing Theory

The Framing Theory explores the complex process through which social movements shape
public discourse, construct meanings, and frame their messages to gather support and establish
legitimacy (Snow et al., 1986). In the Nigerian context, framing plays a crucial role in mobilizing
public opinion, shedding light on human rights violations, and creating narratives that resonate
with the wider society. By closely examining the framing strategies employed by social
movements in Nigeria, this study aims to comprehend the development, dissemination, and
acceptance of frames regarding human rights issues by different stakeholders. This viewpoint
provides valuable insights into the role of language, symbols, and identity in shaping public
perceptions and garnering support for human rights causes. Framing Theory acknowledges that
the success of social movements in Nigeria largely depends on their ability to strategically shape
the narrative surrounding human rights issues. By utilizing specific linguistic devices, symbols,
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and selective presentation of information, social movements seek to construct frames -
interpretive frameworks that define how an issue is understood and debated. These frames aim to
evoke specific emotions, emphasize certain aspects of the issue, and shape public opinion in a
way that motivates individuals to support the cause. By framing human rights concerns as urgent,
morally essential, and connected to widely shared values and aspirations, social movements in
Nigeria can rally public support and inspire collective action.

Understanding the framing strategies deployed by social movements in Nigeria allows for critical
insights into how frames are constructed, disseminated, and adopted by different actors within
society. This includes examining the language used in public discourse, media representations,
and the narratives promoted by social movements themselves. By examining key messages,
slogans, metaphors, and narratives, researchers gain a comprehensive understanding of the
frames that resonate with the Nigerian public and garner support for human rights causes.
Furthermore, by scrutinizing the role of different actors, such as civil society organizations,
media outlets, or politicians, in promoting and adopting these frames, this analysis sheds light on
the processes through which frames become embedded in public consciousness.

Moreover, Framing Theory illuminates the power dynamics inherent in constructing and
promoting frames. Social movements in Nigeria must consider the diverse stakeholders they seek
to mobilize, recognizing that different groups may respond to distinct frames based on their
individual experiences, beliefs, and interests. Therefore, effective framing strategies require a
nuanced understanding of the target audience and the ability to tailor messages accordingly. By
adopting frames that resonate with different segments of society, social movements can foster
broad-based support for human rights causes and counter potential counter-frames propagated by
opposition groups or those seeking to maintain the status quo.

Transnational Advocacy Networks

Transnational Advocacy Networks (TANs) analyze the involvement of international actors,
organizations, and connections in supporting and enhancing the efforts of social movements
(Keck & Sikkink, 1998). In the specific context of human rights advocacy in Nigeria, TANS
offer valuable insights into the influence of global advocacy networks in mobilizing resources,
providing expertise, and exerting pressure on Nigerian authorities to address human rights abuses.
This perspective investigates the collaboration between international human rights organizations,
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and grassroots movements to establish transnational
alliances and leverage global norms and standards to promote human rights in Nigeria. TANs
play a crucial role in human rights advocacy by establishing networks that transcend national
boundaries, uniting activists, organizations, and experts from around the world. These networks
serve as a platform for exchanging information, coordinating campaigns, and strategizing
collective action to address human rights violations in Nigeria. By harnessing the power of
collaboration, TANs enable local activists and social movements to amplify their voices and
raise awareness about human rights atrocities and injustices occurring within the country.

One significant contribution of TANSs is their ability to mobilize resources to support human
rights advocacy in Nigeria. International human rights organizations and NGOs within TANs
often possess greater financial and technical capacity, which they can direct towards supporting
local initiatives. This assistance can range from funding for legal and advocacy campaigns,
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capacity-building programs, and technical expertise in areas such as data collection, litigation,
and media outreach. By leveraging these resources, TANs empower Nigerian activists,
organizations, and movements to carry out their work more effectively and achieve greater
impact.

TANSs also exert pressure on Nigerian authorities to take action on human rights violations
through various mechanisms. These include exposing human rights abuses through international
media coverage, engaging diplomatic channels, lobbying international human rights bodies, and
mobilizing public opinion globally. By drawing attention to human rights concerns and global
norms, TANSs create a sense of international accountability for Nigerian authorities, compelling
them to address and rectify human rights violations. The influence of TANSs is particularly
significant when they succeed in garnering the support of influential actors, such as governments
or multinational corporations, who may exert considerable economic or political leverage on
Nigeria.

Furthermore, TANs facilitate the diffusion of global norms and standards related to human rights
into the Nigerian context. Through their transnational connections, these networks bring
international laws, treaties, and conventions on human rights to the forefront of discussions and
advocacy efforts within the country. By aligning human rights concerns in Nigeria with widely
accepted global standards, TANs increase the legitimacy and credibility of local efforts, making
it more difficult for authorities to dismiss or ignore human rights violations. Moreover, this
alignment with global norms strengthens the collective voice of human rights advocates and
enhances their ability to effect change within the Nigerian context.

The Role of Solidarity and Networks

Solidarity and networks are critical components of human rights advocacy, serving as crucial
mechanisms for effecting positive change (Mertus, 2020). Solidarity entails the unity and
assistance that individuals, organizations, and movements extend to one another, with the shared
objective of advancing human rights. It fosters a sense of inclusion and mutual dedication among
those championing justice, acknowledging the force of collective action. Networks, in addition to
solidarity, further amplify the impact of human rights advocacy by establishing structured
connections and collaborations. These networks create a platform for communication,
coordination, and cooperation among diverse actors engaged in promoting and safeguarding
human rights. They facilitate the exchange of information, resources, and strategies, empowering
advocates to work collectively in pursuit of their goals. Through solidarity and networks, human
rights advocates transcend the limitations of individual efforts, amplifying their influence. By
uniting, they form a unified front that enhances their visibility, credibility, and sway. Solidarity
nurtures a sense of shared responsibility and empathy, prompting individuals and organizations
to support one another's initiatives and form alliances across diverse social, cultural, and political
contexts.

These networks, operating at both local and global levels, enable advocates to pool their
resources and expertise, resulting in coordinated and impactful actions. By coordinating efforts,
sharing knowledge, and mobilizing resources, networks contribute to a more comprehensive and
effective approach to addressing human rights challenges. They facilitate learning, capacity-
building, and mutual empowerment, equipping advocates to navigate complex human rights
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matters with greater resilience and innovation. Additionally, networks foster collaboration and
coalition-building, bringing together individuals with diverse skills, perspectives, and resources.
This diversity enhances the legitimacy and broadens the reach of human rights movements. It
ensures that marginalized voices are represented and allows for the consideration of a
multiplicity of concerns and experiences in advocacy endeavors. Solidarity and networks also
establish a space for mutual support, protection, and solidarity in the face of reprisals and threats.
Activists and human rights defenders frequently face risks, including harassment, persecution,
and violence, as a result of their work. The networks formed through solidarity act as a safety net,
providing emotional and practical support, raising awareness about violations, and mobilizing
resources for protection.

Solidarity is a fundamental component in the advancement of advocacy for human rights as it
fosters a shared sense of purpose and collective action among individuals and organizations
(Smith, 2021). It acts as a unifying force by bringing together diverse voices and perspectives,
establishing a powerful alliance for driving positive change. Solidarity surpasses geographic
boundaries and emerges at various levels, whether it is within local communities, on a national
level, or through transnational collaborations. It involves recognizing the interconnectedness and
interdependence of struggles for human rights, regardless of borders. An important aspect of
solidarity in human rights advocacy is its capacity to bridge divides and promote inclusivity. By
uniting individuals and organizations with diverse backgrounds, beliefs, and experiences,
solidarity amplifies the collective strength and efficacy of advocacy efforts. It acknowledges that
issues of social justice are not isolated incidents confined to specific regions, but rather
interconnected societal challenges that necessitate a joint response. At the grassroots level,
solidarity can emerge within local communities that are affected by violations of human rights.
In such situations, individuals come together to provide support and empowerment to one
another, advocating for their rights and pursuing justice. This localized solidarity plays a crucial
role in developing resilience and mobilizing the necessary resources needed to address urgent
human rights concerns on a daily basis. It is within these communities that the seeds of change
are planted, leading to broader movements for rights and justice. Solidarity at the national level
is vital in addressing systemic and widespread abuses of human rights. It serves as the foundation
for organized movements and coalitions that challenge oppressive regimes, discriminatory
policies, or human rights violations within a country. By uniting diverse actors, including
activists, advocacy groups, and civil society organizations, national solidarity facilitates
collective mobilization, thereby increasing demands for accountability and justice. Furthermore,
it enhances the visibility and impact of human rights campaigns by presenting a united front
against oppressive forces. Transnational collaborations illustrate the extensive influence of
solidarity and networks in advocating for human rights. These collaborations, which span across
countries and regions, effectively tackle global challenges to human rights that surpass national
borders. They are formed based on shared values, interests, and the recognition that a collective
response is imperative in the face of human rights violations. Transnational solidarity faces the
complexity of navigating cultural, political, and legal landscapes, but it harnesses the power of
alliances and networks to exert pressure on governments, international organizations, and
corporations in addressing human rights concerns on a global scale (Smith, 2021).

Solidarity takes various forms, including mutual support, joint advocacy, and resource sharing,
all of which are critical for empowering individuals and organizations to effectively combat
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human rights violations (Johnson, 2021). When combined with networks, the impact of solidarity
is further enhanced as it allows advocates to consolidate their expertise, knowledge, and
resources. By pooling their strengths and capabilities, actors within these networks amplify their
collective efforts, making significant strides in advancing human rights. Mutual support is at the
core of solidarity, establishing bonds among activists and organizations with a shared cause. It
involves individuals and groups standing together, offering encouragement, and providing
emotional, practical, and financial assistance. This support network provides comfort and
reassurance to those facing challenges, enabling them to persevere in the face of adversity. Joint
advocacy is another crucial aspect of solidarity. When different actors unite with a common
commitment to human rights, their voices are magnified, garnering greater attention and
generating widespread awareness. Through joint advocacy, advocates can coordinate their
messages, strategies, and actions, enhancing their influence and pushing for necessary reforms
with greater effectiveness. By leveraging their collective power, they increase the likelihood of
their demands being heard, understood, and acted upon by governments, international
organizations, and other relevant stakeholders.

Sharing resources is an integral element of solidarity within networks. This encompasses the
exchange of knowledge, expertise, and technical skills among individuals and organizations with
diverse areas of specialization. By sharing resources, advocates gain access to valuable insights,
innovative approaches, and effective tools for addressing human rights violations. Through
drawing upon the wealth of expertise within the network, they can better navigate complex
challenges, develop robust strategies, and implement impactful initiatives. The combination of
solidarity and network infrastructure provides a solid foundation for individuals and
organizations to achieve transformative change. As each participant contributes their unique
strengths and capabilities to collective efforts, the resulting synergy enables advocates to address
human rights violations comprehensively. By uniting knowledge, resources, and influence, they
create a powerful movement that cannot be easily ignored or dismissed. Additionally, solidarity
within networks cultivates a shared ownership and responsibility. As individuals and
organizations work together towards the common goal of promoting human rights, they develop
a strong sense of belonging and mutual accountability. This shared commitment motivates them
to hold one another accountable and promotes ongoing reflection and improvement, ensuring
that actions align with the best interests of those whose rights are at stake.

In addition to fostering solidarity, networks also promote collaboration, information sharing, and
the exchange of best practices within the field of human rights (Smith, 2021). These networks
serve as platforms for individuals, organizations, and movements with shared human rights
objectives to connect. They facilitate dialogue, coordination, and collaborative strategizing,
enabling advocates to learn from each other's experiences, share insights, and develop innovative
solutions to address human rights challenges. Collaboration is a central aspect of network
dynamics, as networks connect individuals and entities with similar goals to work together on
human rights issues. Through collaboration, advocates can combine their expertise, resources,
and influence to create more impactful interventions. They can tap into the diverse skills and
perspectives within the network, promoting interdisciplinary approaches to address complex
challenges comprehensively. Collaborating within networks promotes efficiency and avoids
duplication of efforts, resulting in a more coordinated response to human rights violations.
Information sharing is another significant function of networks in the realm of human rights.
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Networks facilitate the exchange of research findings, reports, case studies, and news updates
related to human rights issues. Advocates can stay informed about emerging trends, evolving
strategies, and new legal developments, enabling them to make evidence-based decisions, refine
their approaches, and respond effectively to rapidly changing contexts. Networks also provide an
environment for the exchange of best practices. Advocates can share successful initiatives,
innovative projects, and effective strategies within the network, allowing others to learn from
their experiences. This exchange of best practices encourages the cross-fertilization of ideas,
stimulates creative thinking, and inspires new solutions. It fosters a culture of continuous
learning and improvement, enabling advocates to adapt and apply successful approaches to their
specific contexts.

Through network interactions, advocates gain access to a wealth of collective knowledge and
expertise. They can learn from diverse actors, including grassroots activists, academics,
policymakers, and legal experts. Exposure to different perspectives and expertise promotes
critical thinking, expands horizons, and challenges assumptions, leading to more comprehensive
and effective human rights strategies. Network building also strengthens collective advocacy
efforts by bringing together diverse actors on a unified platform. Networks facilitate the
amplification of voices, coordination of actions, and exertion of greater pressure on decision-
makers. They serve as valuable resources for mobilizing grassroots movements, building
coalitions, and organizing joint campaigns. Networks provide a space for aligning advocacy
messages, coordinating public events, and pooling resources to maximize impact.

In addition, networks play a crucial role in disseminating information and raising awareness
about human rights issues (Brown, 2022). These platforms serve as vehicles through which
crucial details about human rights abuses, violations, and emerging trends can be shared globally.
The exchange of knowledge facilitated within these networks is essential in mobilizing public
support at local and international levels, as well as influencing public opinion and policy
decisions. Networks allow information about human rights concerns to transcend borders,
reaching a wide audience that may not otherwise have access to such information. This cross-
cultural exchange of information helps bridge gaps in understanding and fosters empathy,
bringing attention to the realities faced by marginalized communities and oppressed individuals.
The dissemination of information through networks contributes to shaping a collective
consciousness, raising public awareness of the urgency of addressing human rights challenges
and inspiring action.

Furthermore, networks provide a vital platform for raising awareness about human rights by
amplifying the voices of affected individuals and communities. These networks enable their
stories to be heard on a larger scale, shedding light on the injustices they experience. The
increased visibility of these issues promotes empathy, mobilizes public support, and fosters
solidarity among individuals and organizations committed to human rights. By raising awareness,
networks contribute to creating an informed and engaged citizenry that can advocate for change
and hold governments and institutions accountable. In addition, networks have a significant
impact on shaping public opinion and informing policy decisions. The dissemination of
information through these networks enables policymakers, lawmakers, and opinion leaders to
have a more accurate and comprehensive understanding of human rights issues. As policymakers
become aware of these challenges, they are more likely to prioritize the protection and promotion
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of human rights in their policy-making processes. Networks also provide a platform for
advocates to engage in dialogue with policymakers, influencing their perspectives and
encouraging the adoption of policies and legislation that safeguard human rights.

Moreover, networks foster international solidarity and cooperation on human rights issues. The
global nature of these networks ensures that human rights abuses are recognized as universal
concerns rather than confined to specific locations. Through the dissemination of information,
networks facilitate international collaborations, empowering individuals, organizations, and
movements across borders to unite and advocate for human rights on a broader scale. This
international solidarity amplifies the impact of local advocacy efforts and enables collective
action in addressing cross-border human rights challenges. Additionally, networks offer
individuals and organizations valuable opportunities to collaborate and maximize their collective
strength in advocating for human rights (Johnson, 2022). By uniting under a common cause,
advocates enhance their influence and exert significant pressure on authorities responsible for
addressing human rights violations. This collective action takes various forms, including
coordinated advocacy campaigns, public demonstrations, legal interventions, and grassroots
mobilization. The power of networks lies in their ability to leverage the diverse skills, resources,
and connections of their members, resulting in a stronger and more lasting impact on advocacy
efforts. Through networking, advocates can pool their knowledge, expertise, and experiences,
enabling a comprehensive and strategic approach to addressing human rights abuses. By sharing
best practices, exchanging ideas, and collaborating on initiatives, individuals and organizations
within networks can strengthen their advocacy methods and learn from one another's successes
and challenges. This unified strength amplifies the effectiveness of their advocacy endeavors,
enabling them to effectively engage decision-makers and demand meaningful change.

Networks facilitate the mobilization of support and resources necessary for sustained advocacy
campaigns. By connecting individuals and organizations with like-minded counterparts,
networks expand their reach and create a supportive ecosystem that fosters collaboration and
solidarity. This collaborative environment provides advocates with the collective power to
confront powerful institutions and challenge oppressive systems. It also enables the sharing of
resources, such as funding, expertise, and technological tools, which are essential for effectively
addressing and combating human rights violations. Furthermore, networks play a crucial role in
amplifying the voices of marginalized communities and individuals who have historically been
marginalized or disregarded (Johnson, 2022). By providing a platform for these voices to be
heard, networks ensure that those directly affected by human rights abuses are at the forefront of
advocacy efforts. Through networks, these individuals and communities can establish supportive
networks, share their lived experiences, and influence policy and decision-making processes.
This inclusive approach not only leads to a more accurate representation of human rights issues
but also promotes a more equitable and just society by centering the voices of those most
impacted.

Influencing Policy and Legal Reforms in Nigeria

The examination of social movement and human rights advocacy in Nigeria emphasizes the
importance of shaping policy and legal reforms to advance human rights causes (Ogunnubi &
Ademola, 2021). This section highlights the influential role of collective action and explores
various strategies employed by social movements to bring about legislative, regulatory, and
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policy transformations. The study underscores the significant role of policy and legal reforms in
promoting and upholding human rights in Nigeria. Through their collective voice and unity,
social movements have successfully exerted substantial influence on policymakers, legislators,
and government officials to address existing gaps and challenges in human rights protection.
Particularly, the study emphasizes the vital role of research-informed advocacy in shaping policy
and legal reforms. Social movements employ rigorous research methodologies to gain insights
into the underlying causes of human rights violations, utilizing this knowledge to construct
compelling arguments supported by robust evidence. By shedding light on the evident
shortcomings of current policies and laws, these movements propose concrete recommendations
for reform, urging policymakers to adopt a rights-based approach in their decision-making
processes.

Moreover, the study underscores the critical importance of engaging various stakeholders in
effectively influencing policy and legal reforms. Social movements actively seek opportunities to
cultivate relationships with policymakers and government officials through consultations,
meetings, and policy dialogues. By fostering constructive dialogue, these movements educate
decision-makers on the pressing need to address human rights issues and advocate for the
integration of human rights considerations in policy formulation and implementation. The study
also highlights the significance of public mobilization and grassroots engagement in driving
policy change. Social movements in Nigeria employ diverse strategies, including awareness
campaigns, public demonstrations, petitions, and media engagement, to create public pressure for
reform. By amplifying their message through mass mobilization and raising public awareness,
these movements ensure that human rights issues remain at the forefront of public discourse,
compelling prompt action from policymakers. Additionally, the study emphasizes the role of
capacity building and technical assistance in influencing policy and legal reforms. Social
movements offer training programs, workshops, and resources to government officials and
policymakers, equipping them with the necessary knowledge and skills to integrate human rights
considerations into policy development and implementation. This capacity-building approach not
only ensures the sustainability of reforms but also strengthens institutions and nurtures a culture
grounded in respect for human rights.

Social movements in Nigeria have effectively utilized collective action and unity to drive policy
reforms that advance and safeguard human rights. By uniting behind a common cause, these
movements have exerted significant influence on policymakers, legislators, and government
officials, compelling them to address pressing human rights issues (Ogunnubi & Ademola, 2021).
Recognizing the strength in mobilizing grassroots support and fostering solidarity, social
movements have demonstrated the widespread public demand for human rights reforms. This
mass mobilization creates a compelling force that decision-makers cannot easily ignore. In
addition to their advocacy efforts, social movements in Nigeria employ various strategic tactics
to promote policy reforms. They conduct extensive research and data analysis to identify the root
causes and implications of human rights violations, presenting evidence-based arguments that
demand urgent action. This research-informed approach enhances the credibility and
persuasiveness of their advocacy, making it harder for policymakers to overlook their concerns.
Furthermore, these movements actively engage with decision-makers to foster dialogue and build
relationships. Through consultations, meetings, and policy forums, they establish themselves as
key stakeholders in the human rights discourse, effectively influencing decision-making
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processes. These social movements also leverage technology and communication channels, such
as social media platforms, online petitions, and digital campaigns, to raise awareness and
mobilize support. By utilizing these tools, they amplify their voices and bring attention to
marginalized or overlooked human rights issues. The success of social movements in Nigeria lies
in their commitment to capacity-building and inclusion. They prioritize equipping individuals
and communities with the necessary knowledge and skills to advocate for their rights. Through
training programs, workshops, and resource sharing, they empower citizens to actively
participate in human rights advocacy and foster a culture of respect and protection for human
rights.

The importance of evidence-based advocacy and research in shaping policies and legal reforms
cannot be overstated. Social movements recognize this significance and employ thorough
research methodologies to explore the underlying factors contributing to human rights violations
(Adeyemi, 2021). By presenting compelling evidence, they aim to expose the shortcomings of
existing policies and laws and emphasize the need for change. These movements also provide
concrete recommendations to policymakers, urging them to adopt a rights-focused approach in
decision-making, ultimately leading to a more equitable society. Engaging with stakeholders is a
crucial aspect of social movements' strategy for influencing policy and legal reforms. They
actively seek opportunities to build relationships and engage in dialogue with policymakers and
government officials, such as consultations, meetings, and policy dialogues. Through these
interactions, social movements educate decision-makers on the urgency of addressing human
rights concerns and advocate for the integration of human rights considerations in policy
formulation and implementation. Constructive engagement positions social movements as
valuable partners in driving positive change and shaping policies that prioritize human rights.
The research underscores the importance of public mobilization and grassroots involvement in
effecting policy change. In Nigeria, social movements utilize diverse strategies like awareness
campaigns, public demonstrations, petition collection, and media engagement to generate public
support and build momentum for reform. By mobilizing the masses and increasing public
understanding of human rights issues, these movements create significant public pressure on
policymakers, ensuring that human rights concerns are prioritized. The study also emphasizes the
role of capacity building and technical assistance in influencing policy and legal reforms. Social
movements provide training programs, workshops, and resources to enable government officials
and policymakers to integrate human rights considerations into policy development and
implementation. This approach ensures the sustainability of reforms, strengthens institutions, and
fosters a culture of human rights respect (Adeyemi, 2021).

Social Movements and Human Rights Advocacy in Nigeria

% The Bring Back Our Girls Movement
The Bring Back Our Girls movement is a global campaign that emerged in response to
the abduction of 276 schoolgirls from Chibok, Nigeria by the terrorist group Boko Haram
in 2014 (Johnson, 2018). This movement sought to raise awareness for the safe return of
the kidnapped girls and to address broader concerns regarding girls' education and
security in Nigeria. The abduction took place on April 14, 2014, when militants
forcefully entered a boarding school in Chibok and kidnapped hundreds of girls who
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were preparing for their final exams. This heinous act sparked outrage and led to a
widespread call for action from both within Nigeria and on an international scale.
The movement gained significant attention through the social media hashtag
#BringBackOurGirls, with millions of people worldwide expressing their support and
solidarity for the abducted girls. Celebrities, politicians, and activists also joined in
supporting the movement, consequently increasing awareness of the issue and placing
pressure on authorities to take immediate action. Through peaceful protests, marches, and
public demonstrations, the Bring Back Our Girls movement aimed to maintain public
interest and hold government officials accountable for their response to the abduction.
The movement demanded an intensified effort by the Nigerian government to safely
rescue the abducted girls and enhance security measures to prevent similar occurrences.
Although the initial momentum generated a significant global response and drew support
from influential figures, many of the kidnapped girls' whereabouts remain unknown.
Over the years, some have escaped or were released by their captors, while others have
been forcibly married off to Boko Haram militants or fallen victim to violence and death
while in captivity. Nonetheless, despite the challenges faced by the Bring Back Our Girls
movement, it successfully raised awareness about the kidnapped girls' plight and shed
light on the larger issues of girls' education and security in Nigeria. The movement
stimulated conversations regarding terrorism, gender inequality, and the importance of
providing equal educational opportunities for all children.
While the immediate objective of bringing back the abducted girls has not been fully
accomplished, the movement has left a lasting impact beyond the Chibok abductions. It
triggered a wider acknowledgment of the systemic problems that permitted this abduction
to occur and advocated for the rights and welfare of girls living in conflict-affected
regions. The Bring Back Our Girls movement exemplifies the power and influence that
grassroots campaigns possess in mobilizing support and bringing attention to overlooked
issues. It serves as an enduring testament to the resilience and determination of
individuals fighting for justice, accountability, and a more promising future (Johnson,
2018).

% The Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND)
The Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) is a militant group that
emerged in response to longstanding grievances regarding the exploitation of natural
resources, environmental degradation, and inadequate economic development and
political representation in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria (Johnson, 2016). The Niger
Delta holds significant oil and natural gas reserves, which are crucial to Nigeria's
economy, but local communities have faced considerable negative consequences due to
oil extraction, such as pollution, disruption of traditional livelihoods, and socio-economic
inequality.
MEND's main objective is to address these grievances and advocate for a fair distribution
of the region's oil wealth. The group seeks to defend the rights of the ethnic minority
population in the Niger Delta and challenge the dominance of multinational oil
corporations and the Nigerian government. Disrupting oil production and infrastructure in
the region has been one of MEND's primary tactics, which has significantly impacted
Nigeria's oil exports and the nation's economy.
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The activities of MEND have gained international attention, shedding light on the
complex challenges in the Niger Delta and emphasizing the need for sustainable solutions.
The group argues for greater involvement of local communities in resource management
and reaping the benefits of the oil industry.
While MEND has engaged in negotiations and temporary ceasefires with the Nigerian
government, the underlying issues in the Niger Delta conflict remain unresolved, and
sporadic incidents of violence and militancy continue. Critics argue that MEND's
methods, such as attacks on oil installations and kidnappings, have harmed both the
economy and the environment of the Niger Delta, impacting not only the government and
multinational corporations but also the local communities that rely on the oil industry for
employment and stability.
Efforts have been made by the Nigerian government and other stakeholders to address the
crisis in the Niger Delta and address the grievances of the local population. Initiatives
focused on infrastructure development, increased representation, and environmental
protection have been implemented. However, achieving lasting peace and resolving the
root causes of the conflict require cooperation and commitment from all parties involved.
The Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) serves as a reminder of
the socio-economic and environmental challenges faced by resource-rich communities
globally. It underscores the importance of inclusive and equitable development,
sustainable resource management, and addressing historical injustices to prevent or
resolve conflicts arising from resource exploitation.

s LGBTQ+ Rights Movement in Nigeria
The LGBTQ+ rights movement in Nigeria is a grassroots effort that advocates for the
rights and equality of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer individuals within the
country (Saro-Wiwa, 2021). However, this movement faces substantial obstacles imposed
by society, culture, and law, rendering Nigeria one of the most challenging places for
LGBTQ+ individuals in Africa. Nigeria's society is deeply conservative and religious,
with a majority adhering to conservative interpretations of Christianity and Islam. The
country's Penal Code criminalizes homosexuality, resulting in punishments that range
from imprisonment to inhumane treatment. Moreover, the enforcement of the Same-Sex
Marriage Prohibition Act in 2014 further criminalizes same-sex relationships and
associations, contributing to heightened discrimination and persecution faced by
LGBTQ+ individuals. Nevertheless, the LGBTQ+ rights movement in Nigeria perseveres,
advocating for visibility, acceptance, and legal protections. Various activists and
organizations, including the Initiative for Equal Rights (TIERS) and the Nigerian
Feminist Forum, devote unwavering efforts to challenging discriminatory laws, offering
support to LGBTQ+ individuals, and raising awareness about their rights.
One of the key strategies employed by Nigerian LGBTQ+ activists is engaging in public
dialogue and education. Through workshops, seminars, media campaigns, and
community outreach programs, they seek to challenge societal biases, debunk myths and
stereotypes, and foster understanding and acceptance. International organizations also
play a vital role in supporting the LGBTQ+ rights movement in Nigeria. They provide
financial support, capacity building, and advocacy assistance, helping local organizations
amplify their voices and navigate the hostile environment. The United Nations, Human
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Rights Watch, and Amnesty International are among the organizations that have
consistently condemned human rights abuses against LGBTQ+ individuals in Nigeria.
The movement faces significant challenges and backlash. LGBTQ+ individuals in
Nigeria often face discrimination, stigmatization, and violence. They may experience
social exclusion, hostility from family members, and even physical attacks. The
criminalization of homosexuality also prevents many from seeking healthcare, as
healthcare professionals often refuse to provide necessary services to LGBTQ+
individuals for fear of legal repercussions. The media plays a complex role in the
LGBTQ+ rights movement in Nigeria. While it can be a platform for advocacy and
raising awareness, it can also perpetuate stereotypes and contribute to the marginalization
of LGBTQ+ individuals. They are often portrayed negatively, reinforcing societal biases
and further isolating them.

Despite these challenges, there have been small glimpses of progress. In 2019, a Nigerian
court ruled that police raids targeting LGBTQ+ individuals are unlawful, offering a
glimmer of hope for change. However, significant legal and societal change remains
necessary to protect the rights and wellbeing of LGBTQ+ individuals in Nigeria. The
LGBTQ+ rights movement in Nigeria continues to fight against societal discrimination,
advocate for legal reforms, and provide support to LGBTQ+ individuals in the country.
As the movement gains momentum, it serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of
human rights, equality, and acceptance for all individuals, regardless of their sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Discussion of Findings

This research focuses on the role and impact of social movements and human rights advocacy in
Nigeria. It highlights the increasing global momentum of social movements and their ability to
bring about social change and address issues of justice and human rights. Nigeria, as the most
populous country in Africa with its intricate socio-political landscape, has witnessed the rise of
various social movements tackling a wide range of social, economic, and political problems. The
study acknowledges the diverse causes championed by social movements in Nigeria,
emphasizing the importance of fighting for transformative change on multiple fronts. It also
recognizes the significant role of social media and technology in altering Nigeria's social
dynamics, providing new avenues for mobilization, and raising awareness of societal challenges.

Human rights advocacy is emphasized as a crucial element in upholding justice, equality, and the
protection of fundamental human liberties in Nigeria. The research examines the current
landscape of human rights advocacy in the country and identifies a diverse array of individuals
and organizations actively engaged in this work, including NGOs, civil society groups, lawyers,
journalists, and activists.

The study also delves into the challenges faced by human rights advocacy in Nigeria. These
challenges include a lack of public awareness, weak implementation of human rights principles,
poverty and socio-economic inequality, corruption and impunity, political interference, and
cultural and religious factors. Understanding these obstacles is crucial for effectively addressing
them and advancing human rights advocacy in Nigeria. Noteworthy milestones and initiatives in
human rights advocacy are highlighted in the research, such as the passage of the Child Rights
Act in 2003 and fights against corruption and for women's rights. The media is recognized as
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playing a leading role in exposing human rights violations, corruption, and various societal
challenges, thereby raising awareness and promoting advocacy.

This study provides a theoretical framework that draws on relevant perspectives such as resource
mobilization theory, political process theory, framing theory, and transitional advance network
theory. It underscores the fundamental role of solidarity and networks in human rights advocacy
as vital mechanisms for facilitating positive change. The study also stresses the importance of
shaping policy and legal reforms as a means to propel human rights causes forward. Overall, the
findings of this research underscore the significance and impact of social movements and human
rights advocacy in Nigeria. It sheds light on the diverse causes championed, acknowledges the
challenges faced, and emphasizes the role of solidarity, networks, media, policy, and legal
reforms in advancing human rights in Nigeria.

Recommendation:

Based on the findings of this research, it is recommended that the government of Nigeria, along
with relevant stakeholders, take the following actions to further support and strengthen social
movements and human rights advocacy in the country:

1. Raise public awareness: The lack of public awareness identified as a key challenge should be
addressed through comprehensive educational campaigns and media initiatives. The government,
NGOs, and media entities can collaborate to disseminate information and promote understanding
of human rights issues and the importance of social movements.

2. Enhance implementation mechanisms: Weak implementation of human rights principles
must be tackled. The government should establish robust mechanisms to monitor and enforce
human rights standards, ensuring that laws and policies protecting human rights are effectively
implemented at all levels.

3. Address poverty and socio-economic inequality: Poverty and socio-economic inequality are
major obstacles to human rights advocacy. The government should implement policies and
programs that promote economic development, job creation, and social welfare, focusing on
reducing inequality and providing opportunities for marginalized and vulnerable populations.

4. Combat corruption and impunity: Corruption and impunity undermine human rights
advocacy efforts. The government should prioritize anti-corruption measures and strengthen the
judicial system to ensure that perpetrators of human rights violations are held accountable.
Whistleblower protection programs and transparency initiatives should also be implemented.

5. Minimize political interference: Political interference can hinder human rights advocacy and
social movements. The government should create an enabling environment for civil society
organizations, activists, and journalists to operate freely and independently without fear of
harassment or intimidation.

6. Promote cultural and religious tolerance: Cultural and religious factors can impact human
rights advocacy. The government should promote dialogue, understanding, and tolerance among
different cultural and religious groups to foster a society where individual rights are respected
and protected.
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7. Support media advocacy and awareness: Journalists and media entities play a crucial role in
exposing human rights violations and raising awareness. The government should ensure that
media freedom is protected, support investigative journalism, and promote ethical reporting that
focuses on human rights issues and societal challenges.

8. Engage in policy and legal reforms: The government should actively engage in shaping
policy and legal reforms to advance human rights causes. This includes actively consulting with
civil society organizations, legal experts, and human rights advocates to develop comprehensive
and inclusive policies that uphold human rights standards.

By implementing these recommendations, Nigeria can further strengthen social movements and
human rights advocacy, ensuring the protection and promotion of human rights for all its citizens.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this study underscores the crucial role of social movements and human rights
advocacy in Nigeria and provides valuable insights into the challenges, milestones, and
theoretical underpinnings of this field. By addressing the obstacles, leveraging solidarity and
networks, and influencing policy and legal reforms, Nigeria can continue to progress towards a
society that upholds and protects human rights, justice, and equality.
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